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September to December 2018
DGT Events Committee
LECTURES & VISITS TO GARDENS — CONTACT:

Mrs Sophie Morant Tel. 07779 019 220
Email enquiries@dorsetgardenstrust.co.uk
DGT Website http://www.dorsetgardenstrust.co.uk
Booking for these events will be online only through the DGT website,
starting on August 27th 2018 (see booking instructions below)
There will be no refunds on tickets however tickets can be passed onto other
members only.
Due to the popularity of garden visits, tickets are for members only.
Lectures are open to all. For more information on membership please see the
DGT website http://www.dorsetgardenstrust.co.uk
Committee: Annie Atherton, Carol Carsley, Wendy Cartwright,
Henry Digby, Sandra Woods, Alan Eason

Tuesday, September 4th

VISIT

11:00am The Parish House, West Knoyle, Warminster BA12 6AJ
By kind permission of Alex and Philip Davies.
The garden at the Parish House is small and south facing surrounded by
hedges protecting it from the exposure of a high, wide open landscape
beyond. The garden is laid out with gravel to encourage a self-seeding
natural look but there are also roses and herbaceous perennials as well. The
look is held together with topiary. Beyond this garden there is a larger area
of lawn, trees and bulbs in the Spring. The house is surrounded by a large
conservatory greenhouse in which there is a mature Muscat grapevine,

Passiflora exoniensis and several pelargoniums. A small vegetable garden
has recently been added.
COST: £7.00 tea and coffee included on arrival.

Tuesday, September 4th

VISIT

12:30pm Pen Mill Farm, Penselwood, Wincanton BA9 8NF
By kind permission of Peter and Sarah FitzGerald.
This year we are having a rest from opening our two and a half acre garden to
the public. The garden is full of mature acid loving shrubs, which surround
our large pond and two smaller ones. The four large herbaceous borders
reach their climax in September – weather and deer permitting!
Everyone is welcome to picnic in our garden at Pen Mill Farm – we have lots
of chairs and tables.
COST: Sarah is a Dorset Gardens Trust Council member responsible for
research and recording. The FitzGeralds have very kindly waived the charge
for this visit.

Tuesday, September 4th

VISIT

2:30pm Forest Lodge, Penselwood, Wincanton BA9 8LL
By kind permission of Mr and Mrs James Nelson.
Forest Lodge didn’t really have a garden when Lucy and James Nelson
bought the house in 1996. They set about deer fencing and creating a lake and
then tackled the difficult and expensive business of hard landscaping the
south west facing slope which looks towards the Blackmore Vale. Lucy was
helped by Michelle Prior and they based their plans loosely on some of the
Arts & Crafts gardens created by Lutyens and Jekyll, especially Hestercombe
in Somerset which is such an inspiration. Gradually the planting plans
emerged and the more formal borders around the house were planted up with
many David Austin roses and underplanted with bulbs, salvias, lilies and
lavender. Some of this has changed over the years and the orchard full of

malus huphensis has taken over, but the garden meanders down a slope and
you can walk under the lake which is carpeted with bluebells and wild garlic
in spring. The garden works hard throughout the year, starting with
Hamamelis in January, followed by huge mounds of camellias and magnolias
all the way through till May and the summer season of roses and hydrangea
and out the other side with dahlias and ending up in October with the
camellia sasanqua. Lucy is helped by the patient and hardworking Amanda
Fowler without whose help none of this would be possible.
COST: £12.00 tea and cake included.

Tuesday, October 16th

VISIT

11:00am Burrow Farm Gardens, Axminster EX13 7ET
By kind permission of Mrs Mary Benger.
There are 13 acres of beautiful landscaped garden with wonderful trees,
superb autumn colour and extensive views of the countryside to Dorset. Also
herbaceous plantings, which look good later in the year and a grasses garden.
We will be given an introduction by the owner. Either eat lunch in the café or
bring a picnic lunch.
COST: £14.00 tea and biscuits included.

Thursday, November 8th
2.30pm

LECTURE

‘Shell Houses & Grottoes in English Landscape Gardens’ by
Gerald and Margaret Hull

Gerald and Margaret Hull are artists and writers with a special interest in
landscape and gardens. They have researched and visited over 100 shell
grottoes across the U.K. and Ireland. The lecture features 18th century
shell houses and grottoes in Somerset, Wiltshire, Dorset and Devon, their
changing function in the garden landscape, and the shell artists, often
women, who made them. It also examines the shell decorative skills of
contemporary shell artists. An illustrated publication called "Conchinilia
Journey” compliments the lecture.

Venue: Stratton Village Hall, The Square, Stratton, Dorset DT2 9WG
Cost: £8.00 tea and coffee included

Monday, December 10th

LECTURE

THE CHRISTMAS LECTURE AND LUNCH (Members only)
11.00am

Coffee

11:30am

‘Sissinghurst – Revitalising Vita’ by Troy Scott Smith

Troy Scott Smith has been Head Gardener at Sissinghurst Castle Gardens
since 2013. Before this he was Head Gardener at Bodnant, a celebrated but
very different NT garden. Troy will tell us about the 7-year project which he
and his team are carrying out to bring about a more authentically Vita
Sackville West image, a celebration of beauty, intimacy and emotion. There
will be an opportunity to meet him in person over lunch.
1.00pm

A light buffet lunch will be served

Venue: Cerne Abbas Village Hall, Kettle Bridge Lane, Cerne Abbas DT2
7GY.
Cost: £20.00

How to book tickets
Please note tickets are available to buy online via the link below from
Monday, 27th August.
1.
2.
3.

4.

Click on the link below to take you to the online booking site:
https://dorsetgardenstrust.eventcube.io/events
From the online booking site, click into the event you would like to
book tickets for.
Select the number of tickets you would like to purchase (maximum 2
per event; tickets for garden visits are for members only) and click
BUY TICKETS, which will add them to your “basket”.
To select additional tickets for a different event, click on EVENTS in
the top left side of the webpage. This will return you to the main page

5.
6.
7.

8.

listing all the events. Then repeat steps 2, 3 and 4 until you have
chosen all your tickets.
Once you have chosen all your tickets, click on the BASKET button in
the top right hand of the screen and select CHECKOUT.
Follow the instructions to complete the purchase of your tickets.
Once your ticket purchase is complete, you will be offered the option
to download and print your tickets. You will also be emailed an eticket and can download and print your tickets from your email.
Print the full ticket to bring on the day for entry, unless you have a
smart phone and can access your email from it to show the e-ticket
upon arrival.

Please note that all garden visits are for members only as there are limited
places on each visit. Lectures are open to members and non-members.

